
THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL.  COPYING AND  

DISSEMINATION IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNERS. 

67FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

He pointed out that the US decision to include the Taliban government on the list of 
states sponsoring terrorism will not harm that government at all, "because it lacks 
credibility at the world level; it also lacks the foundations for implementation inside the 
United States." He added that the Taliban government has no diplomats that it [the United 
States] could expel from Washington or reduce their numbers and limit their activities, 
nor does it have financial assets that the United States could freeze in its banks."  

Concluding, he said: "Actually the Taliban government had for a long time been in 
pressing need of such a US decision, which clears it of the accusation that it is working 
for the United States and proves its adherence to its principles, its own decisionmaking, 
and its nonsubmission to external pressures, including US pressure."  

The Taliban government controls two-thirds of Afghan territory and is engaged in a 
conflict with the opposition forces in the north. So far, world states -- with the exception 
of three Islamic states: Saudi Arabia, the [United Arab] Emirates, and Pakista -- have not 
recognized the Taliban government.  

'World Islamic Front' Statement Urges Jihad on US, Israel  

London Al-Hayah in Arabic 19 May 98 p 4 

[Report by Muhammad Salah: "World Islamic Front Backs 'Intifadah of Palestine's 
Sons'"]  

[FBIS Translated Text] Cairo -- In its second statement since its establishment in 
February "the World Islamic Front for Jihad against the Jews and Crusaders" has urged 
Muslims to stage "the jihad against the Americans and the Israelis wherever they are." It 
also affirmed its support for "the sons of Muslim Palestine and their blessed intifadah, 
through which they have renewed their rejection of capiulationist solutions."  

The statement stressed that the Front "is one of the trenches pooling the nation's energies 
in order to perform the duty imposed by God, namely the jihad against the atheists among 
Americans Christians and Israeli Jews."  

In February Al-Hayah published a report on the establishment of the Front and also its 
first statement, which said that it had been established "to fight the Americans and 
plunder their money everywhere." The statement announcing the Front's establishment 
was signed by: [Saudi dissident] Usama BinLadin ; Dr. Ayman al- Zawahiri, leader of the 
Egyptian Jihad Group; Rifa'i Ahmad Taha, chairman of the shura council of the Egyptian 
Islamic Group; Mir Hamzah, who is in charge of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-e-Pakistan; Fazlol 
Rahman Khalil, amir of the al-Ansar Movement in Pakistan; and Shaykh Abdol Salam 
Mohammad, amir of the Jihad Movement in Bangladesh. They all signed a fatwa to the 
effect that "killing the Americans and their allies, civilian and military, is an individual 
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duty for every Muslim."  

The statement, of which Al-Hayah has received a copy, is entitled "Wounds of al-Aqsa 
Mosque." It stresses that "despite the scale of the catastrophe, the glimmer of hope has 
become a reality and hopes are kept alive through the martyrs' blood, the pain of the 
sufferers, and the bullets of those fighting for the sake of God's cause." It also says: "The 
US Jews and Christians are using Israel to bring Muslims to their knees... the Jewish-
Crusader alliance led by the United States and Israel is now operating blatantly... the 
United States, government and parliament, has always worked to spoil Israel and bolster 
its economic and military power."  

Bin Ladin Creates New Front Against US, Israel  

Islamabad The News in English 28 May 98 p 12 

[Unattributed report]  

[FBIS Transcribed Text] PESHAWAR--Usama Bin Ladin, a Saudi rebel leader wanted 
by certain Western and Arab governments, has announced the formation of an 
International Islamic Front for Jihad Against America and Israel.  

Talking to a group of journalists which had traveled from Pakistan to meet him in his 
base in Khost in southern Afghanistan, he said leaders of Islamic movements in several 
countries, including Pakistan had evinced interest in joining the front. He informed that 
Dr Aiman Al-Zawahiri, leader of the Jamaat-ul-Jihad in Egypt who was present on the 
occasion, had played a crucial role in launching the front.  
The 42-year Bin Ladin, who took refuge in Afghanistan in May 1996 after being forced 
to leave Sudan due to American and Saudi pressure, had invited the journalists for the 
meeting. They were made to drive and walk through difficult mountain terrain before 
reaching his remote abode near the Pakistan border.  

Extraordinary security measures were put in place in the area with Bin Ladin's Arab 
"Mujahidin" guarding routes to his camp, occupying hill tops and roof-tops and searching 
all vehicles. His men fired in the air with light and heavy weapons to welcome him when 
he drove into the camp in the company of his right-hand man, Shaikh Taiseer Abdullah, 
and Dr Al-Zawahiri. About two dozens of his armed and uniformed commandos, with 
their faces covered, escorted him to the meeting room.  
Bin Ladin, who participated in the Afghan "jihad" during the 1980s, justified the 
formation of the anti-American and anti-Israeli front by arguing that Muslims everywhere 
in the world were suffering at the hands of the US and Israel. He said the Muslims must 
wage holy war against their real enemies not only to rid themselves of unpopular regimes 
backed by the Americans and Israelis but also protect their faith. Disagreeing with a 
reporter who felt Bin Ladin    and his colleagues cannot possibly take on the world's only 
superpower, he contended that the US was vulnerable and could be defeated in the same 


