
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
................................................. X 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

S1 05 Cr. 19 (LTS) 
BASHIR NOORZAI, 

Defendant. 

AFFIRMATION OF PATRICK HAMLETTE 

I, PATRICK HAMLETTE, affirm under penalty of perjury, as follows: 

1. I have been a Special Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration (the 

"DEA") for approximately eight years. I have participated in numerous narcotics investigations 

and prosecutions in New York and elsewhere. I have participated in the investigation of the 

events that resulted in the Superseding Indictment captioned United States v. Bashir Noorzai, S 1 

05 Cr. 19 (LTS). I submit this affirmation for the limited purpose of providing certain 

information relevant to the pretrial motions filed by Noorzai to, among other things, dismiss the 

indictment and suppress statements. Because this affidavit is being submitted for a limited 

purpose, I have not included every fact that I have learned during the investigation. Where the 

actions, statements and conversations of others are recounted herein, they are related in substance 

and in part, unless otherwise indicated. 

The Indictment And Superseding Indictment 

2. On or about January 6,2005, a federal grand jury in the Southern District of 

New York returned an indictment against Bashir Noorzai charging him with violations of the 

federal narcotics laws. On the same date, a warrant was issued for Noorzai's arrest. On or about 



April 7,2005, the federal grand jury returned a superseding indictment against Noorzai charging 

him with violations of the federal narcotics law. 

The DEA Confidential Sources 

3. In or about March 2005, I began working with two confidential sources (the 

"CSs") in connection with my investigation of Noorzai and his drug-trafficking organization. On 

or about April 13,2005, after working with the DEA to obtain the necessary U.S. visa paperwork 

and airplane tickets, the CSs traveled on a commercial airliner from Dubai to New York City 

with Noorzai and two of Noorzai's associates. 

Noorzai's Arrival In New York Citv 

4. At approximately 2: 10 p.m., on April 13,2005, other agents and I met Noorzai, 

along with two of his associates, at JFK airport in Queens, New York. I identified myself to 

Noorzai as an employee of the Department of Justice, and arranged for transportation for Noorzai 

from JFK airport to the Embassy Suites Hotel, located at 102 North End Avenue in Manhattan. 

Beginning at approximately 2:40 p.m., other agents and I drove Noorzai to the Embassy Suites 

Hotel. A translator who spoke Noorzai's language accompanied us during the trip from JFK 

airport to the hotel. During the trip, I asked Noorzai how he felt. 1Voorzai responded that he felt 

good and was eager to speak. I asked Noorzai if he was tired or hungry. He responded that he 

was not hungry because he was well fed on the flight to the United States, and had received 

plenty of rest. Noorzai also stated that he was ready and willing to speak with me and the other 

agents. Another agent and I engaged Noorzai in conversation regarding the weather, the Borough 

of Manhattan, and New York road conditions. During our conversation in the car, it was clear to 

me that Noorzai was intelligent, alert, and understood the subject matter of our conversations. 



5. During the trip, I informed Noorzai that arrangements had been made for 

Afghan foods to be delivered to his hotel. Noorzai thanked me, and stated that he was eager to 

speak with me and the other agents. At approximately 3:00 p.m., while in the car, I advised 

Noorzai of his Miranda rights through the translator. Noorzai stated that he understood his 

rights, and that the reason he had decided to leave his Quetta, Pakistan, residence and travel to 

the United States was to meet with U.S. Government officials and speak about a variety of issues 

concerning Afghanistan. Noorzai also stated that he was willing to stay in the hotel to speak to 

U.S. Government officials for as long as necessary. Both on this occasion and on all subsequent 

occasions when I advised Noorzai of his Miranda rights, Noorzai never asked me any questions 

about his rights, or the consequences of waiving them, or sought assurances about the way in 

which statements he made could be used. At no time after being advised of his Miranda rights 

did Noorzai indicate that he did not understand his rights, or that he believed the rights or 

warnings were somehow subject to any promise or assurance that had been made to him before 

he traveled to the United States. At no time did I ever make any promise or assurance to Noorzai 

that he would not be arrested in the United States or that he would be permitted to leave the 

United States and travel to any other country. I told Noorzai that he should notify me or another 

agent if he needed anything while in the hotel. I then asked Noorzai some questions about people 

he knew in the United States, including the former Taliban ambassador Abdul Hakeem Mujahid 

who lived in New York. 

The Embassy Suites Hotel 

6. During the eleven days that Noorzai stayed at the Embassy Suites Hotel (the 

"Hotel"), from April 13-23,2005, there were at various times a number of federal agents inside 



the Hotel. During the conversations with Noorzai described below, however, there was never 

more than one other agent and myself, along with a translator, who participated in the 

conversations with Noorzai. With respect to the translators, at no point during my conversations 

with Noorzai did he ever indicate problems with the translators or understanding what we were 

discussing. These conversations took place inside Noorzai's hotel room. During these 

conversations, Noorzai chose where he sat in the room, and was free to stand up, walk around the 

room, use the bathroom, or even smoke cigarettes. The conversations were not accusatory in any 

fashion: I never demanded answers from Noorzai, but instead engaged in a free flow of 

information in conversational tones through the translator. In addition, during his stay at the 

Hotel, Noorzai had unlimited access to a laptop computer with Internet service and a telephone in 

his room. He also was permitted to maintain possession of the passport he had used to travel 

from Dubai to New York inside his room. 

7. At no time in the Hotel from April 13-23,2005, in Noorzai's presence or 

otherwise, did I ever display my weapon, nor did I observe any other agent do so. I never 

physically touched Noorzai in a forceful way, nor did I observe any other agent do so. I never 

raised my voice to Noorzai, nor did I observe any other agent do so. I never took custody of 

Noorzai's personal effects, nor did I observe any other agent do so. Until his arrest on April 23, 

2005, I never requested that Noorzai accompany me to any law enforcement office or precinct, 

nor did I observe any other agent do so. I never stayed overnight with Noorzai in his hotel room, 

nor did I observe any other agent do so. 



Noorzai's Arrival At The Hotel 

8. Upon first arriving at the Hotel on April 13,2005, other agents and I showed 

Noorzai and his two associates their hotel rooms, and provided them with food in one of the 

rooms. During the meal, Noorzai told me, through the translator, that he was glad he had 

traveled to the United States. I advised Noorzai that as a Department of Justice employee, I was 

eager to speak with him, and that the next several days would involve lengthy conversations. 

Noorzai told me that he was ready to speak for as long as necessary, and that, when ready, the 

other agents and I could go to his room to begin the talks. After the meal, Noorzai went into his 

hotel room alone. 

The April 13.2005, Conversations 

9. At approximately 7:35 p.m., another agent and I, accompanied by a translator, 

went to Noorzai's room. I knocked on the door and asked Noorzai if he wanted to speak. 

Noorzai stated that he wanted to speak, and invited us into his room. Upon entering Noorzai's 

room, I observed one of Noorzai's associates seated in a chair. Noorzai stated that it was fine to 

begin the conversations with his associate present. The other agent and I then engaged Noorzai 

in conversation through the translator. Noorzai's associate remained in the room for the 

conversation. We discussed, among other things, the location of various individuals within 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, the land Noorzai owned in Afghanistan, and the fact that Noorzai 

believed he could get his tribe to stop growing opium. During the conversation, Noorzai stated, 

among other things, that he expected the U.S. Government to provide him with a major role in 

controlling Afghanistan. 

10. At approximately 10:40 p.m., Noorzai accompanied two other agents and 



myself outside the Hotel to the vicinity of West Street and Murray Street. During this time, we 

showed Noorzai the New Jersey skyline. Noorzai then spent the rest of the night inside his room. 

The April 14,2005. Conversations 

11. At approximately 8:00 a.m., on April 14,2005, another agent and I 

accompanied Noorzai to breakfast in the lobby of the Hotel. During this time, we had general 

conversation about the food with the assistance of a translator. After breakfast, Noorzai told me 

and the other agent that we could come to his room and speak when ready. I thanked Noorzai 

and asked him if 9:35 a.m. was a sufficient time to begin the conversation. Noorzai agreed, and 

was accompanied back to his room by myself and another agent and went inside his room alone. 

12. At approximately 9:30 a.m., another agent and I, accompanied by a translator, 

arrived at Noorzai's room. I knocked on his door, and Noorzai opened the door. Noorzai invited 

us into his room. At approximately 9:35 a.m., I advised Noorzai of his Miranda rights through 

the translator. Noorzai stated that he understood his rights and wanted to speak about the issues 

he came to the United States to discuss. Noorzai then stated that he did not want a lawyer. The 

other agent and I then had a conversation with IVoorzai about a variety of topics. We discussed, 

among other things, Noorzai7s family, Noorzai's land in Afghanistan, and Noorzai7s involvement 

in the war with the Russians. 

13. At approximately 12:OO p.m., Noorzai ate lunch. Noorzai then relaxed in his 

room alone. At approximately 5:00 p.m., Noorzai ate dinner. 

14. At approximately 7:30 p.m., the other agent and I resumed our conversation 

with Noorzai in his room through an interpreter. At the beginning of our resumed conversation, 

Noorzai thanked us, through the interpreter, for our hospitality. Noorzai stated that he was 



enjoying his stay in the United States. The other agent and I then had a conversation with 

Noorzai about a variety of topics, including the relationship between the Taliban and officials 

from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Noorzai then spent the rest of the night in his 

room. 

The April 15,2005. Conversations 

15. At approximately 8:30 a.m. on April 15,2005, another agent and I, along with 

a translator, accompanied Noorzai to breakfast at the Hotel. During breakfast, Noorzai told us, 

through the translator, that he was enjoying his time in the United States. After breakfast, 

Noorzai told me that he wanted to rest in his room and begin conversations at 10:30 a.m. 

Thereafter, Noorzai was accompanied back to his room by myself and another agent and went 

into his room alone. 

16. At approximately 10:40 a.m., I knocked on the door to Noorzai's room. I was 

accompanied by another agent and a translator. Shortly thereafter, Noorzai answered the door, 

smiled, and invited us inside. Once inside the room, I advised Noorzai of his Miranda rights 

through the translator. IVoorzai responded that he understood his rights, did not want a lawyer 

present because he was in the United States to speak with the U.S. Government on his own 

wishes, and that he wanted to continue to speak to me and the other agent. The other agent and I 

then had a conversation with Noorzai about a variety of topics. We discussed, among other 

things, the Taliban and various Taliban leaders. 

17. At approximately 12:OO p.m., I asked Noorzai if he wanted to have lunch. 

Noorzai declined, and stated that he wanted to continue the conversation. The other agent and I 

then continued our conversation with Noorzai. We discussed, among other things, a meeting 



between Noorzai and Mullah Mohammad Omar in Kandahar, Afghanistan, in 200 1, at which 

Noorzai agreed to provide 400 men from his army to Omar. At approximately 12:45 p.m., 

Noorzai ate lunch. We resumed our conversation with Noorzai at approximately 5:00 p.m. We 

discussed, among other things, Noorzai's relationship with Ahrnad Wali Karzai. At 

approximately 5:30 p.m., Noorzai had dinner. We resumed our conversation with Noorzai at 

approximately 6:30 p.m. We discussed, among other things, various crops, including opium, 

grown on Noorzai's land in Afghanistan. At approximately 7:00 p.m., we ended our 

conversation with Noorzai. Two other agents and I then went outside the Hotel with Noorzai and 

walked together in the vicinity of North End Avenue. Noorzai then spent the rest of the night in 

his room. 

The April 1 6,2005. Conversations 

18. At approximately 8:30 p.m., on April 16,2005, another agent and I, 

accompanied by a translator, went to Noorzai's room. I knocked on the door. A short time later, 

Noorzai answered the door, and stated, through the translator, that he was not ready for breakfast, 

and to return at 9:00 a.m. 

19. At approximately 9:00 a.m., another agent and I, along with the interpreter, 

returned to Noorzai's room and accompanied him to breakfast inside the Hotel. During 

breakfast, Noorzai stated, through the interpreter, that he was enjoying himself in New York, and 

that he was happy to be the guest of the U.S. Government. After breakfast, Noorzai was 

accompanied back to his room by myself and another agent and went inside alone. 

20. At approximately 10: 1 5 a.m., another agent and I, accompanied by a 

translator, went to Noorzai's hotel room, and I knocked on the door. Noorzai answered the door 



and invited us inside. Once inside, I advised Noorzai of his Miranda rights through the 

translator. Noorzai stated that he understood his rights, did not want a lawyer present during the 

conversations, and wanted to speak. The other agent and I then had a conversation with Noorzai 

about a variety of topics. We discussed, among other things, the opium trade in Afghanistan and 

Noorzai's relationship with Gul Agha Sherzai. 

2 1 . At approximately 12:OO p.m., I asked Noorzai if he wanted lunch. Noorzai 

replied that he was not hungry and would inform us when he was ready to eat. The other agent 

and I then continued our conversation with Noorzai. We discussed, among other things, the 

opium trade in Afghanistan, the Noorzai family structure, and the hawala money transfer system. 

During this conversation, Noorzai stated that if he were given a position in the Afghan 

government, he would be willing to go back to Afghanistan and tell his tribe to stop growing 

opium. At approximately 2:30 p.m., Noorzai stated that he was ready for lunch, and lunch was 

served to Noorzai. 

22. Our conversation resumed at approximately 6:00 p.m. We discussed, among 

other things, the location of various Taliban leaders. At approximately 6:30 p.m., I asked 

Noorzai if he wanted dinner. Noorzai responded that he would be ready at 7:00 p.m. Dinner was 

ordered for Noorzai at approximately 7:00 p.m., and Noorzai had dinner in his room. Our 

conversation resumed at approximately 8:00 p.m. We discussed, among other things, Mullah 

Mohammad Omar and other Taliban leaders. After our conversation, Noorzai then spent the rest 

of the night in his room. 

The April 17, 2005, Conversations And The First Written Statement 

23. At approximately 8:30 a.m., on April 17,2005, another agent and 1, along 



with a translator, went to Noorzai's room to accompany him to breakfast. I knocked on the door 

to Noorzai's room. Noorzai answered the door, and stated through the interpreter that he needed 

a few minutes before leaving his room. Noorzai then closed his door, and we remained in the 

hallway. A few minutes later, Noorzai came out of his hotel room, and we accompanied him to 

breakfast. During breakfast, Noorzai said that he was enjoying himself as the U.S. Government's 

guest, and that he wanted to stay in the United States to continue his dialogue. 

24. After breakfast, Noorzai was accompanied back to his room by myself and 

another agent, and told us that he wanted to speak in approximately 40 minutes. Noorzai entered 

his room alone. 

25. Approximately 40 minutes later, another agent and I, accompanied by a 

translator, returned to Noorzai's room. I knocked on the door. Noorzai answered, and he invited 

us in the room. At approximately 10:45 a.m., I advised Noorzai of his Miranda rights through 

the translator. Noorzai stated that he was a guest of the U.S. Government, that he came to the 

United States to speak to the U.S. Government about drugs and terrorism issues, that he 

understood his rights and did not want a lawyer, and knew that he could stop our conversations at 

any time. The other agent and I then had a conversation with Noorzai about a variety of topics. 

26. During the course of this conversation, Noorzai and I discussed issues relating 

to opium in Afghanistan. In addition to discussing these issues verbally, Noorzai provided an 



explanation in a signed, handwritten statement. This written statement is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 1. At the bottom of this handwritten statement immediately above Noorzai's signature is 

the following language: 

I Bashir Noorzai provide this written statement on 04-1 7-05 at approximately 2:00 
p.m. at the Embassy Suites, Manhattan, NY of my own free will. I have not been 
promised anything, nor harmed or threatened. 

This language was translated for Noorzai before he signed the statement. 

27. At approximately 12:OO p.m., I asked Noorzai if he wanted lunch. Noorzai 

stated that he would be ready to eat in 40 minutes. At approximately 12:40 p.m., lunch was 

served to Noorzai. Our conversation resumed at approximately 2:00 p.m. We discussed, among 

other things, Noorzai's payment of money to the Taliban from his opium proceeds. At 

approximately 3:05 p.m., our conversation ended. Noorzai stated that he would be ready for 

dinner at 4:00 p.m. At approximately 4:00 p.m., dinner was served to Noorzai. Our conversation 

resumed at approximately 5:05 p.m. We discussed, among other things, Mullah Mohammad 

Omar providing Taliban leaders with large sums of cash when he went into hiding after the U.S. 

invasion of Afghanistan. The conversation ended at approximately 7:30 p.m. Noorzai then 

informed us that he was comfortable and would notify us if he needed anything. Noorzai then 

spent the rest of the night in his room. 

The April 18,2005, Conversations 

28. At approximately 8:30 a.m., on April 18,2005, another agent and I, along 

with a translator, accompanied Noorzai to breakfast inside the Hotel. After breakfast, Noorzai 

was accompanied back to his room by myself and another agent, and Noorzai went inside alone. 

29. At approximately 2: 10 p.m., another agent and I, accompanied by a translator, 



arrived at Noorzai's room. Noorzai invited us inside. Once inside his room, I advised Noorzai 

of his Miranda rights through the translator. Noorzai responded that he understood his rights, did 

not want a lawyer, and wanted to continue conversations. The other agent and I then had a 

conversation with Noorzai about a variety of topics. We discussed, among other things, the role 

of Abdul Rashid in managing Noorzai's properties in Afghanistan. At approximately 4:30 p.m., 

our conversations ended, and Noorzai had dinner. Noorzai then spent the rest of the night in his 

room. 

The April 19.2005. Conversations And The Second Written Statement 

30. At approximately 8:30 a.m., on April 19,2005, another agent and I, 

accompanied by a translator, went to Noorzai's hotel room. I knocked on the door, and Noorzai 

answered the door. We exchanged pleasantries with Noorzai, and he said that he would be ready 

for breakfast in one hour. 

3 1. Approximately one hour later, another agent and I, along with a translator, 

accompanied Noorzai to breakfast inside the Hotel. During breakfast, Noorzai stated that he was 

enjoying the food in the U.S. and his conversations with us. After breakfast, Noorzai was 

accompanied back to his room by myself and another agent, and went inside alone. 

32. At approximately 12:OO p.m., another agent and I, along with a translator, 

went to Noorzai's hotel room. I knocked on the door, and Noorzai answered. I asked Noorzai if 

he wanted to speak, and Noorzai invited us into his room. After entering the room, I advised 

Noorzai of his Miranda rights through the translator. Noorzai stated that he understood his 

rights, did not want a lawyer, and that he took the time to travel to the United States because he 

wanted to speak to U.S. Government officials. The other agent and I then had a conversation 



with Noorzai about a variety of topics. 

33. During these conversations, Noorzai and I discussed issues relating to opium 

in Afghanistan. In addition to discussing these issues verbally, Noorzai provided an explanation 

in a signed, handwritten statement. This second, written statement is attached hereto as Exhibit 

2. At the bottom of this handwritten statement immediately above Noorzai's signature is the 

following language: 

I Bashir Noorzai, provide this written statement, on [sic] my own free will on 04- 
19-05 at approximately 1 :50 p.m. at the Embassy Suites, Manhattan, NY and was 
not threatened, or promised anything. 

This language was translated for Noorzai before he signed the statement. 

34. At approximately 3:00 p.m., Noorzai said that he was ready for lunch. 

Noorzai's lunch selection was placed with the Hotel, and subsequently delivered to his room. 

Noorzai ate lunch in his room. 

35. Our conversation resumed at approximately 5:00 p.m. We discussed, among 

other things, the fact that in or about 2001 Mullah Moharnmad Omar turned the command of 

Kandahar, Afghanistan, over to Noorzai. At approximately 6:45 p.m., our conversation ended. 

We began our conversation again at approximately 7:05 p.m. We discussed, among other things, 

individuals whom Noorzai had heard were money exchangers. Noorzai stated that he would be 

ready for dinner at approximately 8:00 p.m. At that time, the conversation ended, and Noorzai 

was served dinner in his room. Noorzai stated that he was comfortable, and that he would notify 

us if anything was needed. Noorzai spent the rest of the night in his room. 

The A~ril20.2005, Conversations 

36. At approximately 12:30 p.m., on April 20,2005, Noorzai had eaten breakfast 



with another agent inside the Hotel. I then went to Noorzai's room, accompanied by another 

agent and a translator. Noorzai answered the door, pleasantries were exchanged, and Noorzai 

invited us into his room. Inside his room, I advised Noorzai of his Miranda rights through the 

translator. Noorzai responded that he understood his rights, did not want a lawyer, that he 

wanted to speak, and that he was enjoying his conversations with us. The other agent and I then 

had a conversation with Noorzai about a variety of topics. We discussed, among other things, 

Noorzai's travel to Karachi, Pakistan, during the 1990s. 

37. During these conversations, Noorzai stated, among other things, that he had 

come to the United States willingly with his two associates to discuss Noorzai's hture position 

in Afghanistan. Noorzai also stated that he wanted to give one of his associates a position in the 

Afghanistan Government. Noorzai informed us that he was a guest of the U.S. Government and 

was enjoying the hospitable treatment he was receiving. 

38. I asked Noorzai if he was ready for lunch. Noorzai responded that he was 

going to pray and would be ready in approximately 30 minutes. We left Noorzai alone in his 

room so that he could pray. Approximately 30 minutes later, lunch was served to Noorzai in his 

room. The conversations ended for the day. At approximately 6:00 p.m., Noorzai ate dinner. 

Noorzai spent the rest of the night in his room. 

April 2 1.2005 

39. At approximately 8:30 a.m., on April 21, 2005, Noorzai ate breakfast with 

another agent and a translator inside the Hotel. After breakfast, Noorzai was accompanied back 

to his room and went inside alone. 

40. At approximately 12:OO p.m., Noorzai was served lunch. Later in the 



afternoon, Noorzai was given a different room in the Hotel. Noorzai was served dinner at 

approximately 6:00 p.m. While Noorzai was being served dinner, he told me through a translator 

that he was enjoying himself as a guest of the U.S. Government. Aside from food orders, I did 

not have any conversations with Noorzai on April 21,2005. 

The April 22,2005, Conversations 

41. At approximately 8:30 a.m., on April 22,2005, another agent and a translator 

accompanied Noorzai to breakfast inside the Hotel. After breakfast, Noorzai was accompanied 

back to his room and went inside alone. 

42. At approximately 10:45 a.m., another agent and I, accompanied by a 

translator, went to Noorzai's hotel room. I knocked on the door. Noorzai answered the door, we 

exchanged pleasantries, and Noorzai invited us inside. I then advised Noorzai of his Miranda 

rights through the. translator. Noorzai responded that he understood his rights, was a guest of the 

U.S. Government, was enjoying his visit, and wanted to continue speaking with us. 

43. Noorzai then stated that he had attempted to call his family; however, the call 

did not go through, and he wanted assistance. Noorzai then provided me with the telephone 

number in Pakistan he wanted to call, and said that he was trying to contact his cousin. I asked 

Noorzai if he would mind if we remained in the room during his telephone conversation with his 

cousin. Noorzai said that we were welcome to be present for all of his telephone conversations. 

44. At approximately 1 0 5  1 a.m., I placed a telephone call to the number in 

Pakistan that IVoorzai had provided. A few minutes later, at approximately 10:54 a.m., I placed 

another telephone call for Noorzai to a different number in Pakistan, and Noorzai spoke with his 

cousin. According to the translator, Noorzai told his cousin that he was in the United States 



meeting with U.S. Government officials, and that the meetings were going well. Noorzai then 

asked his cousin for a telephone number for Noorzai's brother. Noorzai's cousin told Noorzai to 

call him back in five minutes. The telephone call ended at approximately 10:57 a.m. The other 

agent and I then spoke with Noorzai about various members of Noorzai's family. 

45. At approximately 1 1 :26 a.m., I placed another call from Noorzai's telephone 

room to Noorzai's cousin in Pakistan. According to the translator, Noorzai told his cousin that 

he was well. Noorzai obtained a telephone number for his brother in Pakistan. At approximately 

11 :30 a.m., Noorzai used the Hotel telephone to call his brother in Pakistan. During the 

conversation, Noorzai told his brother that he was doing well in the United States, and that his 

two associates would be arriving in Pakistan without him because Noorzai had more work to do 

with the U.S. Government. Noorzai then asked to speak with his mother, and Noorzai's mother 

got on the phone. Noorzai told his mother that he was fine, that he was busy with work, and that 

he had not yet scheduled a departure date. Noorzai told his mother that his two associates would 

be arriving in Pakistan without him because he had work to do with the U.S. Government. At 

approximately 1 1 :45 a.m., Noorzai's telephone conversation ended. 

46. After Noorzai's telephone conversation with his brother and mother, our 

conversations with Noorzai ended for the day. At approximately 12:OO p.m., Noorzai told me 

that he would be ready for lunch at approximately 12:30 p.m. At approximately 12:35 p.m., 

Noorzai was served lunch. At approximately 5:30 p.m., Noorzai was served dinner. Noorzai 

spent the rest of the night in his room. 

The April 23.2005, Conversations 

47. At approximately 8:30 a.m., Noorzai was served breakfast inside the Hotel. 



After breakfast, Noorzai was accompanied back to his hotel room and went inside alone. 

48. At approximately 1 1 : 12 a.m., another agent and I, accompanied by a 

translator, went to Noorzai's hotel room. I knocked on the door to the room, and Noorzai 

answered. We exchanged pleasantries, and Noorzai invited us inside. I told Noorzai that the 

other agent with me, , who had not previously been involved in the conversations with Noorzai, 

was a Department of Justice employee. At approximately 1 1 : 18 a.m., I advised Noorzai of his 

Miranda rights through the translator. Noorzai responded that he understood his rights, did not 

want a lawyer, and that he wanted to speak with us. The other agent and I then spoke with 

Noorzai about various topics. At approximately 1 1 :45 a.m., we ended our conversation with 

Noorzai, and left his room. 

Noorzai's April 23.2005. Arrest 

49. Based on the answers Noorzai had provided to a number of questions I had 

posed in the days immediately before, by April 23,2005, I had determined that Noorzai was not 

being completely truthful. I therefore believed that further conversations with Noorzai regarding 

his future cooperation were not likely to be productive. Accordingly, at approximately 

12:30 p.m., on April 23,2005, another agent and I, accompanied by a translator, went back to 

Noorzai's room. I knocked on the door to the room, and was greeted by Noorzai, who invited us 

inside. Once inside the room, I advised Noorzai that the other agent and I were Special Agents 

with the DEA, and that he was under arrest, pursuant to an arrest warrant, for violating U.S. 

narcotics laws. 

50. I then read to Noorzai, with the assistance of the translator, a Waiver of 

Speedy Presentment Form. Noorzai stated that he understood his right to a speedy presentment 



before a judge, and that he wanted to waive his right. Noorzai signed the form, and stated that he 

voluntarily traveled to the United States to meet with U.S. Government officials. The signed 

waiver form is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 

5 1. Shortly thereafter, other agents entered Noorzai's room. Other agents and I 

placed handcuffs on Noorzai, and conducted a search of his person. Another agent and I then 

transported IVoorzai to the DEA office located at 99 loth Avenue in Manhattan for processing. 

52. After arriving at the DEA office, other agents and I processed Noorzai. After 

processing, I asked Noorzai through a translator if he wanted to speak or had any questions about 

his current situation. Noorzai stated that he did not know anyone in the United States, and he did 

not know what lawyer would represent him. Noorzai then stated that he did not want to say 

anything without the presence of his lawyer. I then provided Noorzai with several blankets and a 

bottle of water. No other questions were asked of Noorzai, other than questions regarding his 

meal orders. Because April 23,2005, was a Saturday, and Manhattan federal court was closed, 

we held Noorzai at the DEA office until his presentment in court on Monday, April 25,2005. 

The April 24.2005. Post-Arrest Statements 

53. On April 24,2005, while in custody at the DEA office in Manhattan, Noorzai 

initiated conversation with me. Because I could not understand what Noorzai was saying, I asked 

for assistance from a translator. After the translator arrived, Noorzai told me through the 

translator that he wanted to speak with me without his attorney. Noorzai stated that he came to 

the United States to assist the U.S. Government. I reminded IVoorzai that the day before he had 

told me that he did not want to speak without his attorney. I then advised Noorzai of his Miranda 

rights through the translator. Noorzai responded that he understood his rights and that he wanted 

to speak with me without a lawyer present. Another agent then removed Noorzai from the 



holding cell where he was located, and we went to an interview room. 

54. In the interview room, at approximately 1 1:02 a.m., I again advised Noorzai 

of his Miranda rights through the translator. Noorzai responded that he understood his rights, did 

not want a lawyer present during questioning, and wanted to speak with us. Noorzai then signed 

a written Miranda waiver form. This form is attached as Exhibit 4 hereto. Noorzai then made 

various statements about the heroin business in Afghanistan. At approximately 3:20 p.m., 

Noorzai requested an attorney. The interview was immediately ended, and we returned Noorzai 

to his holding cell. 

The April 25,2005, Presentment 

55. On Monday, April 25,2005, other agents and I transported Noorzai from the 

DEA office to Manhattan federal court, 500 Pearl Street, for his presentment. At approximately 

3:35 p.m., Noorzai appeared before the Honorable Douglas J. Eaton, United States Magistrate 

Judge for the Southern District of New York. Magistrate Judge Eaton ordered Noorzai detained. 

The U.S. Marshal's Service then took custody of Noorzai. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: New York, New York 
November 9,2007 

PATRICK HAMLETTE 
SPECIAL AGENT 
DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 


