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Before his 2003 capture, Pakistani national Majid Khan was an al-Qa‘ida operative with direct connections to
the United States. In 1996, Khan moved to the United States with his family and settled in Baltimore,
Maryland, but never obtained US citizenship. Afier graduating from high school in 1999, Khan became
involved in a local Islamic organization and, in early 2002, returned to Pakistan. In Pakistan, Khan's uncle and
cousin, who were al-Qa‘ida operatives, introduced Khan to senior al-Qa‘ida operational planner Khalid Shaykh
Muhammad (KSM), who selected Khan as an operative for a possible attack inside the United States. KSM
selected Khan because of his excellent English and extensive knowledge of the United States.

e  During his stay in the United States, Khan worked at his family's gas station and was, therefore, able
to assist KSM with his research into the feasibility of a plan to blow up gas stations in the United
States. In support of this plot, Khan attended a training course at which he learned how to construct

explosive timing devices.

» KSM further tasked Khan to conduct research on poisoning US water reservoirs and considered Khan
for an operation to assassinate Pakistani President Musharraf. In addition, Khan passed a test that
KSM orchestrated which showed that Khan was committed Lo being a suicide operative.

o In the fall of 2002 Khan also delivered money to Zubair, an operative who worked directly for Jemaah
Islamiya (JI) leader and al-Qa'ida’s South Asia representative Hambali. The money was to support
terrorist attacks against Western targets.

Khan and detained al-Qa‘ida operative and facilitator ‘Ammar al-Baluchi discussed with Uzair Paracha’s
father, Saifullah, a plan to use the New York office of Saifullah’s Karachi-based textile import/export business
to smuggle explosives into the United States for use with various al-Qa'ida attacks. Khan also had links to
al-Qa'ida operatives and facilitators, most notably, Aafia Siddique, a US-educated neuroscientist and al-Qa‘ida
facilitator, who assisted Majid with documents to hide his travel to Pakistan from US authorities to reenter the
United States.

In early 2003, Khan tapped Uzair Paracha, a US permanent resident alien he met in Pakistan through ‘Ammar,
to impersonate Khan in the United States to make it appear as if Khan had never left the United States and
obtain immigration documents that would enable Khan to illegally reenter. Uzair Paracha was convicted and
recently sentenced to 30 years imprisonment in the United States for material support to terrorism.

Khan recommended to KSM that Iyman Faris, a naturalized US citizen, be tasked for an al-Qa‘ida operation.
In 2003, Faris was convicted and sentenced to 20 years imprisonment in the United States on two counts
pertaining to material support to terrorism. In 2002, Faris researched, at KSM’s request, suspension bridges in
New York and looked into obtaining the tools that would be necessary to cut bridge suspension cables.



